
NATURAL RESOURCES: What are they, where are they found, why are they important 

In this unit pupils will learn: 

• natural resources, minerals and their uses 

• Renewable and non- renewable resources 

• Wood and its uses 

• Food production and water availability  

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

Locational knowledge 

  locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

 Place knowledge 

  understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 

  describe and understand key aspects of: 

  physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

  human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water Geography – key stages 1 and 2 4  

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

 
 

Lesson Brief Overview INK Vocabulary 

How are natural 

resources used? 

I can name some natural resources and 

describe how they can be used. 

Natural resources are materials produced 

by the environment that humans can make 

use of, such as energy, minerals, metals, 

food and water.  

Some natural resources are renewable and 

some are not. 

Some resources like food and water, are 

essential to life. 

 
 

Resource distribution, energy, 

minerals, renewable 



Resource distribution is unequal around the 

world. 

What are renewable 

and non-renewable 

energy sources? 

I can identify renewable and non-renewable 

energy sources and understand the 

difference between them. 

 

 

Finite, hydroelectric, geothermal, 

unsustainable, fossil fuels, biomass 

What is global food 

production and what is 

its impact? 

I can identify different sources of food, 

explain why food production can be harmful 

to the planet and understand what 

sustainable farming is. 

 

Impact of global food production: 

habitat loss and reduced 

biodiversity. 

Arable farming: production of 

crops such as vegetables and 

fruits. 

Pastoral farming: production of 

meat and dairy products. 

Sustainable farming: aims to 

meet the needs of the current 

population in a way that is less 

harmful to the environment.  

 

Rear, arable farm, pastoral farm, 

sustainable farming 

What are economic 

minerals and their 

uses? 

I can describe what economic minerals are 

and explain where they can be found and 

how we use them. 

Economic minerals are useful or valuable 

solid substances found naturally in Earth’s 

crust. 

Economic minerals have a range of uses 

around the world and iron has been an 

important metal since ancient times.  

 

  

 
 

 
 

Extraction, mining, quarrying, 

metallic, minerals 



 
What are the uses of 

wood and wear is it 

grown? 

I can explain the many different uses of 

wood and describe locations where it is 

grown. 

Wood has multiple uses including for 

construction, recreation, paper and biofuel.  

In some areas of the world wood is used to 

power heating and cooking.  

Woods are also important for helping 

combat pollution and absorbing carbon. 

Canada has the right climate for boreal 

forests to thrive and produce a lot of 

timber for export. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Biofuel, timber, exporter, boreal 

What are the threats 

to water availability and 

distribution? 

I can explain why water is a precious 

resource and identify some of the threats 

to its availability and distribution. 

  
 

Fresh water, reservoir, water 

supply, sustainable 

    

    
 

 


