
SOUTH AMERICA: Why does the Amazon matter? 

In this unit pupils will learn: 

The features of a rainforest 

Where rainforests are located 

 

• Who lives in rainforests 

• Deforestation and how to protect our rainforest 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

Locational knowledge 

  North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

  identify the position, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn,  

Place knowledge 

  understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 

  describe and understand key aspects of: 

  physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

  human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water Geography – key stages 1 and 2 4  

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 
 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Brief Overview INK Vocabulary 



What are rainforests? You can explain what a rainforest is, 

describe the distribution of tropical and 

temperate rainforests, and make 

comparisons. 

Rainforests are a type of biome 

 
 

● Rainforests are a type of biome 

that are located in tropical and 

temperate regions of the world.  

● The climate in tropical and 

temperate rainforests is 

different because of their 

different locations on Earth. 

 

Equator, tropic of Cancer, tropic of 

Capricorn 

Where is the Amazon 

rainforest? 

You can locate the Amazon rainforest on a 

world map, describe some of its 

geographical characteristics. 

 

•  

Temperate, tropical, continent 

What are the key 

features of the 

rainforest? 

You can use geographical and scientific 

vocabulary to describe key features of the 

rainforest. 

 

 

Tropical rainforest, biodiversity, 

climate 

What types of 

settlements and 

lifestyles are in the 

Amazon rainforest? 

You can compare different types of 

settlement and traditional lifestyles of 

indigenous peoples living in the Amazon 

rainforest. 

 

•  
 

Settlements, ethnic groups, 

colonists 



 
What are the factors 

which inform the 

deforestation debate? 

You can explain factors which inform the 

deforestation debate and recognise that 

some people have more opportunity than 

others to influence decision making. 

  
 

 
 
 

Stakeholder, debate, deforestation 

How can we protect our 

rainforests? 

You can explain why rainforests are 

important, identify some of the threats to 

rainforests, and describe some ways in 

which people are taking action to protect 

rainforests. 

  
 
 

Climate, carbon dioxide, water 

cycle 

 

 


