
CLIMATE ZONES: WHAT ARE THEY AND WHY DO THEY MATTER? 

In this unit pupils will learn: 

• Climate zones and biomes 

• What climate graphs are used for 

• How climate change is impacting the Earth 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

Locational knowledge 

  locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

  name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

  identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  

Place knowledge 

  understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 

  describe and understand key aspects of: 

  physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

  human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water Geography – key stages 1 and 2 4  

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

 
 

Lesson Brief Overview INK Voacabulary 

What affects climate? I can understand the position of the Earth 

in space in relation to the sun and how this 

affects climate.  

 

•  

Solar energy, equator, poles 



How do lines of latitude 

relate to climate 

zones? 

I can understand what the main climate 

zones are and describe where they are 

found.  

 

•  

Latitude, weather, temperature, 

location 

How can I explain a 

climate graphs? 

I can read information from climate graphs 

and identify patterns in data. 

Climate graphs are special types of graphs 

used to show information about average 

weather conditions in a location. 

They show how average weather conditions 

change over time 

Climate data helps us to understand how the 

weather changes over time. 

Climate graphs can help us to spot patterns 

more easily because we can see some 

changes at a glance, without studying the 

numbers. 

 

 

•  
 

Climate graph, data, horizontal axis 

and vertical axis 

What is the difference 

between climate zones 

and biomes? 

I can understand and explain the difference 

between climate zones and biomes. 

Climate zones and biomes are not the same. 

Biomes relate to animals and plants as well 

as weather conditions.   

Climate zones can contain more than one 

biome. 

 
Explain to children about the 

equator and climate etc 

Weather, climate, climate zone 

How do plants and 

animals adapt to live in 

different biomes? 

I can understand how plants and animals 

have adapted to live in different biomes. 

Explore different animals and plants that 

adapt to their environment due to their 

biomes. Children will be able to remember 

the adaptations of the sloth and frog 

 

Biome, adapt, interdependent, 

environment 



What are the effects 

of climate change? 

I can recognise that sudden changes in 

climate have an effect on living things. 

Children will understand what climate 

change is and how it is impacting Earth. 

They will also explore ways that they can 

reduce greenhouse gases in their day to day 

lives. 

 

Climate change: Greenhouse gases 

are heating up the Earth impacting 

temperatures and rainfall.  

 

People are worried the animals and 

plants can’t adapt quick enough to 

the changing conditions. 

 

Heatwaves and droughts are 

happening more often because of 

climate change. 
 

Greenhouse gases, climate change, 

drought, heatwave 

 

 


