


Welcome to Year 1. We are really looking forward to getting to know you and your children this year. Please do come and speak to us if you have any questions, worries or need to tell us anything.
Learning in Year 1 is more structured than last year. Some children adapt to this quite quickly whereas others might take some time. Please do not worry; we do our best to support each child to make sure that they have a successful transition and most importantly that they are happy. 
Year 1 Newsletters – Autumn Term


What we will be learning this term:
English –. We will begin the year by reading the story Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson. We will be learning to build our writing stamina and write our own version of the story. After this we will read Sidney, Stella and the moon and will write non-fiction texts about the moon. 

				

Phonics- We will be continuing the strong start that the children had in Year R. This term we will be recapping lots of the sounds that the children learnt last year and will begin to learn some new sounds. Children be grouped according to their phonics knowledge. This means we can target children individually to help them make the best progress.  
Keep an eye out for our phonics workshop dates where you can come and learn a bit more about how we teach children to read. 



Reading – Children will read 3 times a week. They will be grouped based on their phonics knowledge. Every child will receive a different book to bring home. Please help your child by reading with them daily. This could be their school reading book or a book of their choice from the library- we encourage a mixture of independent reading and hearing adults read as well. If you have older siblings, this is always a great way to encourage reading!



Maths – We will be building on the learning from last year by practising counting, sorting, ordering and grouping. The numbers we work with will start off quite low, then gradually get bigger. This is to ensure that they have a secure understanding of place value. 



Science – Our Science lessons will begin by looking at plants and flowers. We will then move on to learn about humans and other animals. We will be talking about groups of animals and their features such as mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and birds. 


Art – In our Art lessons, we will studying the artist Piet Mondrian. We will learn about his different art work and then use this to create our own Piet Mondrian piece. 


Design and Technology – We will be designing and making our own healthy snacks: fruit swords/ kebabs. After this we will look at designing and making out own healthy salads. Children will learn how to use knives safely to cut and chop fruit and vegetable. As part of this children will have an opportunity to try a range of fruits and vegetables. Please keep an eye out for your tasting permission slip. 


History – In History, we will be learning about Harefield school in the past. We will look at photos and discuss how the school used to look and what learning was like and compare it to life now. 



Geography – We will be learning about where we live. We will be thinking about different types of homes and hopefully, this will include a walk around the local area to see the different homes. Please speak to us if you are able to help out as a volunteer.

PSHE –In these lessons, we will be learning about zones of regulation. Children will be taught about different emotions and how are bodies might react. We will discuss different ways to manage our emotions. 
RE – In RE we will be learning about the key concept of celebration and we will be exploring this through the theme of Harvest. 
Computing –Children will develop their understanding of technology and how it can help them in their everyday lives. They will start to become familiar with the different components of a computer by developing their keyboard and mouse skills. Learners will also consider how to use technology responsibly.
PE – We have been learning a street dance. We have also been doing gymnastics, football attacking skills and improving our fitness.
Music – We have been learning about melody and pitch. We will be doing this through learning to sing a variety of songs.






         
Key Dates
Things going on
Friday 11th October – Wear yellow in support of World Mental Health Day. 
Tuesday 22nd October – Harvest assembly for the children only
Thursday 24th October – Fancy dress disco and last day of term
Monday 4th November – Individual school photo day





